STATE OF OREGON

MEMORANDUM

BUILDING CODES DIVISION

MAY 20, 2008

To:

Building Officials
BCD Stakeholders

From:

Chris Huntington, Acting Manager Policy and Technical Services

Subject:

Engineering standards for fire protection systems

The Oregon State Board of Examiners for Engineering and Land Surveying (OSBEELS) has
provided the Building Codes Division with the attached statement, which clarifies the
engineering standards for fire protection systems. The purpose of this communication is to
provide you with the OSBEELS’ interpretation of the applicable engineering laws so that you
may be in compliance with the standard.
Over the past several years there has been a great deal of discussion regarding who is authorized
to design fire protection systems. OSBEELS requested an Assistant Attorney General letter of
advice in order to clarify the law on this point. The Attorney General concluded that unless an
exception to the engineering laws apply, the design of fire protection systems must be performed
under the supervision and control of a registered professional engineer or architect competent to
do such work. OSBEELS’ Professional Practices Committee (PPC) considered this advice and
has adopted the article contained in the attached letter to clarify the standard and communicate it
to interested parties.
This article provides OSBEELS’ interpretation of a scope of work standard that is within their
authority. Please take steps to ensure compliance with this standard. We will continue to work
with OSBEELS and inform you of any additional communication regarding this issue.
You should also be aware that the division intends to draft administrative rules that will allow
general journeyman electricians and class “A” limited energy technicians to design the electrical
portions of fire protection systems. Currently statute exempts a licensed general supervising
electrician from any requirement to obtain an additional license, permit or certificate in order to
design, plan and lay out electrical installations for customers of the employing electrical
contractor. The division has authority under 479.860(2), after consulting with the Electrical and
Elevator Board and OSBEELS, to designate other classes of licenses that may design, plan and
layout certain electrical installations. We plan to move forward with the rulemaking process and
hope to have rules in place by October 2008.

Chris Huntington
Acting Manager, Policy and Technical Services
Oregon Building Codes Division
(503) 373-1247

